Leymus, a perennial genus of Triticeae, is widely distributed in the temperate regions of the Northern Hemisphere. It can also be found in South America in alpine belts of tropical or subtropical zones near the equator. Its species grow in a wide range of habitats, usually on mountain slopes, grasslands, margins of woodlands, roadsides, flood beds, and around lakesides, and are highly resistant to cold, drought, alkali, diseases, wind, and rain. Most species of the genus are forage grasses, and some of them are planted over large areas for pasture as they have a high nutritional value. In gross morphology, all members of the genus have well-developed, perennial root systems and are used for soil and sand stabilization. Furthermore, some of these resilient taxa possess the characteristics of long thick spikes and stout caryopses and constitute important gene resources for crop and forage breeding.
Leymus Because of its wide geographic distribution and economic importance, Leymus has been the focus of considerable research in recent years (Cai, 1995, 1997). As part of this ongoing work, several specimens and seeds were collected in the Qinghai area of China in autumn 1998. Among this material, specimens belonging to two previously unrecognized species of Leymzls were found. One of the two new taxa has the slender rachises, long internodes, and pendent spikes that are only found in closely related species of Leymus, but it differs from the known species in the characters of spikelet, floret, rhizome, and leaf sheath. The second new taxon, L obvipodus, has spikelets always pedicellate and a paniculate or almost racemose inflorescence that resembles those found in Bromus and Brachypodium rather than members of the Triticeae. Perennial herbs, with extended rhizomes. Culms erect or slightly geniculate below, loosely caespitose or solitary, 6s150 cm tall, ca. 2-3 mm diam., smooth, 4-to 6-noded. Leaf sheaths glabrous or scabrid, the lower ones longer and the upper ones shorter than the internodes, the basal sheaths persistent, sometimes disintegrating into fibers; ligules 2-3.5 mm long, hyaline-membranous, obtuse; leaf blades green, flat or involute, lower blades 22-53 x 0.4{).7 cm, upper blades 5-15 x 0.24.5 cm, both surfaces scabrous, the margins sparsely spinulate or ciliate. Spikes very lax, pendent, brownish, 23-32 cm long; rachis slender, densely pubescent; mid and lower internodes generally 1930 mm long, the upper ones S12 mm long; spikelets usually in twos or threes at each node of the rachis, 5-to 7-flowered, 11-15 mm long; rachilla internodes 1-1.5 mm long, densely puberulent; glumes herbaceous, linear-lanceolate, l-nerved, scabrid on the back, sparsely ciliate at the margins of upper half, nearly equal, 9-11 mm long; lemmas lanceolate, obscurely 5-nerved, sparsely spinulate on the back, pubescent along or near the margin, the first lemma S9 mm long, with a gracile 2-3-mm-long awn at the apex; paleas equal to or slightly longer than the lemmas, apically pointed or bifid, 2-keeled, sparsely spinulate along the keels, scabrous between the keels. Anthers yellow or purplish, 2.S 3.5 mm long. Caryopses brown, ca. 5 x 1.2 mm, pubescent at the apex, adherent to the lemma and palea. 
Dgstribution and habitat. Leymus pendulus is

